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Catholics challenged to take politics
seriously. “Too many are content to
merely cast a ballot,” says John Milloy.
Story page 2.

NEW MARYLAND — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
continues his parish visits throughout the diocese. He celebrated mass at Sts.
John & Paul Church (St. Mary Magdalene Parish) in New Maryland, the weekend
of August 22. Story page 12.  (Rob O’Kane photo)

Newly elected Catholic Women’s
League president, Fran Lucas sets her
sights on a return to normal. Story
page 3.

ROME (photo left) — Pope Francis
speaks at a pre-synod gathering of
youth delegates in Rome in this March
19, 2018, file photo. Also pictured is
U.S. Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, prefect
of the Vatican's Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life. Originally scheduled
for 2022, the next meeting of the Synod
of Bishops will take place in October
2023 to allow for broader consultation
at the diocesan, national and regional
levels. Story page 8. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring)
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New FreemanThe
Catholics challenged to take politics seriously
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Canadians have a lot to think about before
the September 20 election. But for Catholics,
it’s getting harder to be political and to con-
tribute to public debate, says the author of a
brand-new book about faith and politics in
Canada.

From reconciliation with Indigenous Cana-
dians to family and life issues, Catholics carry
a special burden, John Milloy, former Ontario
cabinet minister and advisor to Jean Chretien,
told The Catholic Register days after Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau dissolved Parliament.

Mr. Milloy’s new book, Politics and Faith
in a Polarized World, A Challenge for Catho-
lics, amounts to a 114-page plea with Catho-
lics to take politics seriously. The Novalis book
launched September 1.

Mr. Milloy laments that too many Catholics
have reduced politics to the minimal, perfunc-
tory act of casting a ballot.

“The fact is that we should be, particularly
as Catholics, interested in public policy,” Mr.
Milloy said. “We should be interested in what’s
going on at Queen’s Park and on Parliament
Hill and at City Hall all the time. That’s part of
our calling. It doesn’t mean that you vote and
forget about it and sort of be proud of your-
self.”

Mr. Milloy regrets that Canadian Catholics
who want to contribute to national debates
aren’t getting a lot of help from their leaders
right now. Canada’s bishops seem unable to
publicly explain what they’re doing or why
they’re doing it when it comes to the legacy
of Indian residential schools, among other
things, he said.

“There are some wonderful bishops out
there and some incredible priests. But as a
whole, I think they have to get their act to-
gether,” Mr. Milloy said. “Obviously in terms
of reconciliation, but on a host of other is-
sues.

He compares what comes out of the con-
temporary bishops’ conference with the bold
statements of Pope Francis.

“You read Fratelli Tutti. You read some of
what Pope Francis is saying. Good grief, he
knows his stuff. The world needs change.
He’s addressing the big picture and we’re not
doing that in Canada,” he said.

Catholics should not feel overwhelmed by
the complexity or breadth of the issues Canada
is facing in the upcoming election, said Catho-
lic Conscience executive director Brendan
Steven. The Catholic faith and politics organi-

zation is gearing up with a variety of tools to
help Catholic voters, he said.

From online, one-on-one interviews with
party representatives to summaries of party
platforms, Catholic Conscience is there “to
make it really easy for Catholics to think about
and to discern their vote in light of their faith,”
Mr. Steven said. “They can go (to
www.catholicconcience.ca) and they can look
at the parties’ various policies in light of Catho-
lic social teaching, and do so in a holistic way.”

Mr. Steven wants to abolish the image of
Catholics as single-issue voters. Instead, he
believes Catholic voters need to be discern-
ing voters.

“The less important thing is the outcome
of the discernment,” he said. “It’s actually
recognizing the shared starting point that we
all have as Catholics. … Two faithful Catho-
lics who are thinking about their politics and
what they believe about culture can start from
that same position of Catholic social teaching
and faithful Catholicism and they can discern
their way to two very different outcomes, sup-
porting two very different political parties.”

Catholic Conscience will sponsor a novena
for nine days of rosaries praying for Canada
going into the September 20 vote.

“We want to create a prayerful space in
this election where Catholics can come to-
gether,” Mr. Steven said. “At the very least,
we could unite around prayer. We can pray
together and share that. Hopefully, that cre-
ates a bit of a more charitable starting point
for Catholics engaged in politics.”

In Mr. Milloy’s view, there’s nothing more
Catholic than politics.

“We have a call to build a common life to-
gether with those we like, those we don’t like
and those we can’t stand. That’s the call of
Christianity,” he said. “The whole idea of see-
ing the image of God in someone else, that’s
powerful. That’s unbelievably powerful.”

Even if no party is going to try to put abor-
tion back in the criminal code — “there’s not
a single political party that would touch it with
a 1,000-foot pole,” Mr. Milloy said — there
is a lot of scope for Catholics to be pro-life in
their politics, said the former Liberal political
operative.

“When you start to worry about the envi-
ronment, when you start to worry about pov-
erty, when you start to worry about women
in crisis who are pregnant, when you start to
worry about not just being pro-birth but be-
ing clearly pro-life, you start to create the type
of society that we’re called to build. Then
we’re answering that pro-life call,” he said. §
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In his homily of Septem-
ber 5, at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception (Immaculate Conception Parish)
in Saint John, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of
the Diocese of Saint John, gave parishioners a
glimpse of some of his priorities for diocesan
faithful heading into a new pastoral year.

“For the past year and a half, from the out-
set of my ministry as your new bishop, I’ve
been urging our priests and parishes to really
engage in the renewal and revitalization of our
diocese, encouraging Eucharistic Adoration,
evangelization and outreach,” he said. “I’ve
been very edified by parishes that have made
great efforts, even during a pandemic to pro-
vide opportunities for people to encounter and
re-encounter the living God through his true
presence in Eucharistic Adoration, through
evangelization tools like Alpha or a CCO Dis-
covery Faith Study, and by seeing the face of
Jesus in the people we reach out to and serve
as apostles of mercy.”

Bishop Riesbeck called on the faithful to
deepen their commitment to these activities,
and encouraged them to have a heart for
reaching out and sharing the Good News with
others.

“It’s the Church’s mission to make Christ
and the salvation he offers us known to the
world,” he said.  “Led by the Holy Spirit
through the Gospel and the Eucharist, we are
called to raise up disciples who joyfully live
out their mission of proclaiming the Good
News and making disciples of others. That’s
our mission. That’s the mission of the dio-
cese.”

Noting that people today are starving for
love he went on to say, “we all need to be
constantly reminded and re-assured, especially
in these challenging times, that God is real,
that he’s alive, that he never abandons us.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded those present that
it is through the Eucharist especially, that Je-
sus remains faithful to his promise of Mat-
thew 28:20 to be with his Church always, to
be with those he loves, until the end of the
world. “We find in the Eucharist, the nourish-
ment we need to persevere as his missionary
disciples, sharing the fullness of the Christian
life with others,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck affirmed the efforts of par-
ishes over the last year, many of whom have
added times of Eucharistic Adoration and of-
fered tools such as Alpha for people to grow
and deepen their faith in Jesus.  He encour-

Bishop issues a renewed call to adoration, evangelization and outreach
aged people to build on these efforts by of-
fering further discipleship opportunities, “for
people who have fallen in love with Jesus and
are hungry for more.”

Speaking of the call to share the Good News
as, “a joyful mission that we live in an ordi-
nary way,” Bishop Riesbeck said that “we do
this especially by the practice of charity, do-
ing our best in the power of the Holy Spirit to
make life better for others while putting Je-
sus at the very centre of our lives.”

Encouraging outreach opportunities, he said
that, “as leaders in the new evangelization who
desire to fulfill our baptismal mission, we need
to ensure that we are constantly reaching out
to others in need especially in this area of the
diocese around the Cathedral where so many
of God’s beloved children reside, particularly
those who find themselves on the margins of
society and need to experience the hope that
God provides,” he said.

Bishop Riesbeck noted that “to be effective
in our mission, we must first experience the
deep, personal love of Jesus for us. We can

experience this personal love in our own lives
if we let Jesus in and allow the Holy Spirit to
show us how real he is,” he said. “When we
experience this love we are so transformed
and so changed that we desire to share that
love with everyone around us, especially the
poor, alienated, marginalized, and those suf-
fering in any way.”

He concluded by encouraging people to
return often to Jesus in the Eucharist, to draw
on his grace, and to give God permission with
great expectation to move in power in the dio-
cese. He asked God’s blessings on the entire
diocese and on the Cathedral parish, sharing
his desire that we would, “strive to live and
act as Christ’s witnesses to the truth, good-
ness, and beauty of the Gospel, always ready
to listen to God’s word, responding gener-
ously with our lives and proclaiming the Gos-
pel to others.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

New CWL president
sets sites on return to normal
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

EDMONTON — Newly elected Catholic
Women’s League [CWL] president Fran
Lucas has a long list of hopes and dreams for
Canada’s largest women’s organization, but
the most immediate item on her wish list is
“to come back to something as close as pos-
sible to the normal we once knew.”

“You don’t know what you’ve lost until
it’s gone,” said Ms. Lucas. “I think of attend-
ing mass, visiting with friends, attending a
funeral. We’ve missed all that.”

Ms. Lucas officially moved up the ladder
from president-elect to president on August
10 in a virtual meeting of members of the
CWL national executive. It was a bit subdued,
as online meetings tend to be. Her president’s
pin arrived in the mail a few days later. “I
haven’t worn it yet,” Ms. Lucas said.

She’ll get that chance at the first live, in-
person meeting of CWL executive members
in Winnipeg, October 1. If all goes according
to plan, the drive to post-COVID normal will
culminate in an August 13-17 national con-
vention open to all 70,000 members in
Kelowna, BC, next year.

The 2022 CWL theme, Catholic and Liv-
ing It, reflects a desire by CWL members

from coast to coast to bring life to their local
parish councils and to their parishes, Lucas
said.

“I want the CWL impact to be felt in parish
communities and beyond,” she said.

Ms. Lucas is aware of the hill her organiza-
tion has to climb. The League has gotten
smaller and older over the past two genera-
tions.

“Our numbers are going down and we
won’t be able to sustain ourselves,” she said.
“The executive positions just aren’t filled and
it gets harder on our members.”

As the former manager of volunteer serv-
ices for Edmonton Northlands, a not-for-
profit that supports agriculture and small town
life in northern Alberta, Ms. Lucas knows
revitalizing the CWL means supporting
women in their roles on parish councils.

“I hope we attract more women and give
them the appropriate training, to give them
the confidence and skills to say yes when a
(CWL) election rolls around,” she said.

Ms. Lucas is also certain that a revitaliza-
tion of the League will have to be based on a
solid base of spiritual maturity.

“One thing we want to do when we meet
in October is, I’ve asked for a retreat with
the women,” she said. “So that we can get
off to a really strong start.” §
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Living as disciples in our world
Even a brief glance around our world reveals that it is damaged and

broken. It cries out for healing and restoration. Sometimes it can be a
natural disaster or threat such as hurricanes, wildfires or pandemics
and disease. Other times, we face the challenge of our own human
disruptions, war, violence, inequities and injustices. We are disciples
of Jesus in the midst of this world. It is here that as disciples we are
to reveal the message and mission of Jesus in our own lives. That
message and mission is to be our message and mission.

It is possible to see the fundamental message and mission of Jesus.
All creation is a result of God’s love and as such God’s plan for it is
ever good.  The wounds, the weakness, the pain, the suffering, that
appears in creation is not God’s dream for us. Jesus the Christ is
God’s outreach to us. His message and mission present the dream or
plan of God.  Healing and reconciliation, wholeness and peace are the
dream. If we regard Jesus as saviour, it is because he brings the
dream to fruition and fullness in both word and action.  In him crea-
tion is made whole, restored and renewed.

Gospel writers, like Mark presents tell the stories of this good news.
One such story is of Jesus healing a man who was deaf and had an
impediment of his speech (Mk.7:31-37). Often when Jesus did such
healing actions, the crowds were astounded, seeing it as an amazing
wonder. As always, like the disciples in the Gospel we are challenged
to read such actions as something more amazing — signs of the
presence of God’s reign active among us in Jesus the Christ.

The story in Mark leads us to a reflection of how as disciples or
followers of Jesus, we bring his Spirit to life in our world. It is a little
manual of discipleship for us. Jesus shows us the way to bring God’s
dream to our world.

Jesus begins by going beyond his comfort zone. He takes a risk to
reach to the Decapolis, a Greek and Gentile area, outside of his famil-
iar space of synagogue and Jewish communities. Living our disciple-
ship will often be going beyond our normal.

As he reaches out, Jesus encounters a crowd who are expecting a

miracle, a wonder to astound them.
But Jesus, respecting the man takes
him apart, in private, to allow him to
receive a cure from within. The disciple will often be “the unsung
hero”. God’s dream takes root within a relationship.

Jesus puts his fingers into the ears of the man, taking him further
from the outside world and leading him inward to his heart. To do so
is to respect the inward strength and dignity of the man himself.
Jesus then spat and touched the man‘s tongue. He conveyed some-
thing of his own heart, his own Spirit to the heart of the man.

Then, Jesus speaks in very simple terms:  Be opened. “Immedi-
ately the man‘s ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he
spoke plainly.” The man hears and speaks. He is no longer cut off
from his world. Receiving the gift of God‘s Spirit from Jesus he lives
in wholeness, a sign of God‘s reign in all its fullness.

Mark’s story of Jesus is the story of every disciple who brings
Jesus’ Spirit into the world, respecting the other and conveying some-
thing of the Spirit within us to the other. It is how each of us lives as
a disciple and a sign of the presence of God’s dream for all. To follow
this path is to bring healing, wholeness and reconciliation to a wounded,
fractured and divided world.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On the last Sunday in August, as the sun streamed
through the doors of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
that opened onto Waterloo Street in Saint John, a man quietly entered
from the side and approached Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the
Diocese of Saint John. He had met Bishop Riesbeck two days before
at an event called ‘Pizza and Prayer’.

A lay-led apostolate, the concept behind Pizza and Prayer is simple.
Pizza and pop are provided by donation, and volunteers set up on the
grassy lot at the corner of Cliff and Waterloo streets and serve anyone
who would like a bite to eat.

The need is great in this area, which is one of the poorest in the city.
People of all ages and in various stages of life gather, and there is a
real sense of community among those who call this part of the city
home. So far two Pizza and Prayers have been held, with more planned
for the future.

Besides serving food, volunteers also have the opportunity to get to
know the people of Waterloo Village, hear their stories, and offer
prayer. The strong emphasis is on being non-judgmental and accept-
ing people as they are.

Father Doug McNeill, rector of Immaculate Conception Parish,

Pizza and Prayer Outreach — a powerful witness in Waterloo Village
and Bishop Riesbeck have attended both Pizza and Prayer events that
have taken place to offer their support, and to serve and pray with the
people.

It was through an encounter at Pizza and Prayer that Bishop
Riesbeck met the man mentioned at the beginning of this article, and
invited him to come to mass. The man waited until the last people left
to introduce himself again tot he bishop. “I was a little late getting
here, but I heard your message,” he said. And then handing him an
envelope with a donation to the parish he said, “I don’t have much,
but I wanted to give you this.”

Speaking softly, he also asked for prayer, “to help me straighten up
my life.”

In taking the time to respond to an invitation to mass on that Sun-
day morning, this man became an image of the beauty of the Gospel.
He came bearing an envelope, but the gift he gave far exceeded any
monetary value. Because, while the physical needs of the community
are great, it would be a mistake to presume this is the primary goal of
this ministry. What everyone who takes part in Pizza and Prayer shares
is a common need to be known and loved by Jesus. In this way those
who live in poverty are a gift because they show us the true meaning
of our own need.

By engaging in relationship together we see in one another the face
(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Under a bridge in Austin
Recently at a workshop, a woman shared her anxiety about the

death of her brother. Her older brother had died from the Covid virus
before there were vaccines for it, and had died because he had dan-
gerously exposed himself to catching the virus. However, he had
exposed himself to that danger for a worthy reason. A military vet-
eran, living alone, he used much of his salary and savings to cook
meals and take them to feed homeless people living under a bridge in
his hometown, Austin, Texas.

That certainly seems like a noble, Christian death, except that in his
adult life he had lost any explicit faith in God and in Jesus, and self-
defined as an agnostic (though with no antipathy towards religion).
He simply didn’t believe in God or go to church anymore. His sister
who shared this story, loved him deeply, admired his feeding the home-
less, but worried about his dying outside of an explicit faith and the
church. Her anxiety was compounded by her other brother, a Chris-
tian fundamentalist, who is firm in the belief that dying outside of the
church puts one eternally outside of salvation; in brief, you end up in
hell. At a gut-level, his sister knew that this could not be true. Still she
was anxious about it and wanted some assurances that her funda-
mentalist brother was wrong and that her anxiety about her brother’s
eternal salvation was a false fear.

What does one say in the face of that?  A number of things might be
said. First, that the God who Jesus incarnated and revealed is a God
who is in every way the antithesis of fundamentalism and of this sort
of false fear about salvation. Jesus assures us that God reads the
heart in all its complexity, including its existential complexity. A funda-
mentalist reads only a written rubric, not the goodness of a heart. As
well, scripture describes God as ‘a jealous God’. This doesn’t mean
God gets jealous and angry when we are preoccupied with our own
things or when we betray God through weakness and sin. Rather, it
means that God, like a solicitous parent, never wants to lose us and
seeks every possible means to keep us for slipping away and hurting
ourselves. Moreover, in the abstract language of academic theology,
God has a universal will for salvation, and that means for everyone,

including agnostics and atheists.
More specifically, Jesus gives us three

interpenetrating perspectives that expose
the narrowness of all fundamentalist thinking regarding who goes to
heaven and who goes to hell.

First, he gives us a parable of a man who has two sons and he asks
them both to work in his field. The first son says that he will not do it,
but in fact ends up doing it; the second son says he will do the work,
but ends up not doing it. Which is the true son? The answer is obvi-
ous, but Jesus reinforces the parable with this comment: It is not
necessarily those who say ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but those who do the will of God on earth.

What this parable highlights is what theologians (from John Henry
Newman through Karl Rahner) have tried to teach, namely, that some-
one can have a notional faith that in fact rings hollow in the light of
true faith. Conversely, someone can explicitly deny what we hold in
our notion of faith and yet in the light of what a genuine faith de-
mands, have real faith since this is not necessarily manifest in one’s
notion of faith but in the fruits of one’s life.

As well, we have Jesus’ shocking warning in Matthew 25 about
how we ultimately will be judged for heaven or hell, namely, on whether
or not we served the poor. This warning does not suggest that explicit
faith and church attendance are of no consequence; they have their
importance, but it is warning that there are things that are more im-
portant.

Finally, and perhaps most far-reaching in this regard, Jesus gives
us the power to bind and loose. As parts of the Body of Christ, our
love, like Jesus’ love, keeps a loved one connected to the community
of salvation. As Gabriel Marcel puts it, to love someone is to say, you
can never be lost. This woman’s love for her brother assures that he
is not in hell.

All of this I might have said, but instead I simply referred to a
wonderful quote from Charles Peguy the noted French poet and es-
sayist. Peguy once suggested that when we die and appear before
God, each of us will be asked this one question: “Where are the oth-
ers?” (“Ou sont les autres?”).

I assured the anxious woman she need not worry about her broth-
er’s eternal salvation, despite his dying outside of an explicit faith and
the church. When he stood before God and was asked the question
(Where are the others?) he had a very good answer: They are under a
bridge in Austin.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

(continued from page 4)
of Christ, the one who brings meaning to our lives. As Pope Francis
said in his message on the second World Day of the Poor in 2018,
“The poor evangelize us and help us each day to discover the beauty
of the Gospel… May all of us feel that we are in debt to the poor,
because, in hands outstretched to one another, a salvific encounter
can take place to strengthen our faith, inspire our charity and enable
our hope to advance securely on our path towards the Lord who is to

come.”
Donations for Pizza and

Prayer are gratefully accepted and
may be directed to the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception.

Natasha Mazerolle is a cor-
respondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. § Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by

Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home
152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB

506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

Pizza and Prayer Outreach

• Commercial • Industrial
• Residential • Construction

JOHN FLOOD & SONS

(1961) LTD.
SINCE 1848

634-1112
32 Frederick St.

Saint John
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September Prayer for Priests 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Weekly exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
Monday: 3-4 pm, Holy Redeemer, Saint John 
Tuesday: 2-3 pm, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John 
Tuesday: 9:30-10:30 am with mass at 9 am, St. George, St. George 
Wednesday: 8-9 am, St. Francis of Assisi, Lincoln 
Wednesday: 9 am with mass at 10am, St. John the Baptist, Woodstock 
Thursday, 7-8 pm, St. Mark s, Quispamsis 
Friday, 8-9 am (except first Fridays), St. Vincent de Paul, Oromocto 
Friday: 6:30-7:30 pm, St. François-de-Sales, Saint John 
First Fridays: 9 am with mass at 10am, Stella Maris, Black s Harbour 
Saturday: 9 am with mass at 10am, Stella Maris, Blacks Harbour 
Saturday: 1-2 pm, Our Lady of Fatima, Fredericton 

1 
Pope Francis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Rosary for  Priests) 

 

2 
Benedict XVI, 
Roman Pontiff 
Emeritus* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

3 
Bishop  
Christian 
Riesbeck, CC 

 
 
 

 

4 
 

(Saint John) 
2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

Mass at 1 pm 

5 
St. Rose of Lima 
1-2 pm 

6 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
Robert Harris* 

7 
Bishop 
Emeritus 
J. Edward 
Troy* 

8 
Rev. Msgr. 
Brian 
Henneberry, 
Vicar General  
(Rosary for  Priests) 

9 
For all priests 
who have 
served our 
diocese 

(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

10 
Rev.  
Ralph McRae 
 

 

11 
 

(Saint John) 
2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

12 
St. Rose of Lima 
1-2 pm 
 

13 
Rev. 
Daniel 
Melanson 
 

14 
Rev. 
Peter 
Melanson 
 

15 
Rev.  
Peter Osborne 
 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

16 
Rev. Mr. 
Kenneth 
Parker 

 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

17 
Rev.  
Stanislas 
Paulin 

 

18 
Stella Maris 
(Saint John) 
2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

19 
St. Rose of Lima 

1-2 pm 

20 
Rev. 
Monte Peters 
 

21 
Rev.  
Antonio Reyes 
 

22 
Rev.  
Suresh 
Savariraj, HGN 

 
(Rosary for Priests) 

23 
Rev.  
Donald Savoie 
 
 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

24 
Rev. 
Brian Sheehan 
 

 

25 
Stella Maris 
(Saint John) 
2-3 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions  

26 
St. François-de-
Sales 1-2 pm 
Benediction & 
Confessions 

27 
Rev. Dr. 
Marc Smith, 
CSC* 
 

28 
Rev.  
Peter Stephen* 

29 
Rev. 
Rolando 
Suplido 
 
(Rosary for Priests) 

30 
Rev.  
Maurice 
Swift* 
 
(Rosary for  Seminarians) 

  
*Names with a star 
are to identify those 
who are retired. 

Christianity central to Come From Away
— Tony-winning hit comes to small screens for 9/11 anniversary

By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

It has been nearly five years
since Come From Away debuted
and enraptured big-city theatre
audiences with its musical depic-
tion of how the people of Gander
created a ray of light within the
darkness of 9/11 for nearly 7,000
Americans forced to make an
emergency landing in the remote
Newfoundland town.

Their planes were diverted
from their destinations and forced
to land when Transport Canada
and the U.S. Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration closed North Ameri-
can airspaces following the Sept.
11, 2001 terror attacks on the
United States. Thirty-eight civil-
ian flights and another four mili-
tary flights touched town in the
northeastern Newfoundland
town, with the local population
rallying to welcome, house, feed
and entertain the disrupted trav-
ellers.

On September 10, the eve of
the 20th anniversary of the at-
tacks, the potential audience for
the Tony-winning musical (for
best direction) will extend to the
whole world. The cast and crew
reunited in May — abiding by
COVID-19 safety protocols — at
New York’s Gerald Schoenfeld
Theater to film a recording of the
musical over four days that will
air on Apple TV+.

Cast members, director Chris
Ashley and the creators of the
play, writing and life partners
Irene Sankoff and David Hein, sat
down for virtual roundtables with
The Catholic Register and other
media for a wide-ranging discus-
sion in advance of the anticipated
premiere. Topics discussed in-
cluded the purposeful timing of
the release, the technical process
of live recording the play and the
powerful message that humanity
can trample despair.

Interestingly, many of the play-
ers were very keen to offer their

(continued on page 11)

Scene from Come From Away courtesy Apple TV+
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AFN leader will not go to Vatican to meet with the pope
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — The recently-elected National Chief of the Assembly
of First Nations [AFN] will not meet with the pope in the Vatican
when a meeting scheduled for December between the pope and Ca-
nadian Indigenous leaders will be held — a meeting that her predeces-
sor as AFN National Chief announced to great fan fair just before the

change in the AFN
leadership.

“I will not go to the
Vatican myself as Na-
tional Chief,” said
AFN National Chief
RoseAnne Archibald
when asked by the
Canadian Catholic
News about the de-
mand for a papal apol-
ogy for the Catholic
Church’s role in Cana-

da’s residential school system.
National Chief Archibald, who was elected to her post in July, said

the AFN is still deciding how best to formally ask the pope to make
such an apology on Canadian soil, which was one of the key rec-
ommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in
Canada.

“The AFN executive committee will make a decision very soon
on whether the AFN will attend that meeting. I will not be there,”
she said of a meeting with the pope in the Vatican that both previ-
ous AFN National Chief Perry Bellegarde and the Canadian Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) touted as a key step on the
road towards reconciliation between Indigenous Canadians and the
Catholic Church.

“I know we need to press the pope to come to Canada,” National
Chief Archibald said. “The process of inviting him, I would say we
are working on.

“We have been very public,” she said. “We want the pope here in
Canada.”

AFN National Chief Archibald made her comments during an online
press conference in which the AFN released The Healing Path Forward:
2021 Federal Election Priorities For First Nations and Canada, which
put reconciliation and healing between Indigenous Canadians and Canada
as a whole as a top priority for the AFN in working with whatever govern-
ment is elected after the September 20 federal election.

Just more than a week before Chief Archibald become AFN Na-
tional Chief the previous AFN National Chief announced on June 30
that a delegation of Indigenous leaders would be going to the Vati-
can to meet with the pope in December.

“There are no guarantees of any apology or that he will even
come back to Canada but we have to make the attempt and we
have to seize the opportunity,” said Chief Perry Bellegarde at the
time. “I believe the spirit will move and things will happen in a
good way. That is my hope and that is my prayer.”

Mr. Bellegarde’s press conference came a day after the CCCB
confirmed that a meeting between representatives of Canada’s First
Peoples and the pope in the Vatican will be held December 17-20.

“Pope Francis is deeply committed to hearing directly from In-
digenous Peoples, expressing his heartfelt closeness, addressing
the impact of colonization and the role of the Church in the resi-
dential school system, in the hopes of responding to the suffering
of Indigenous Peoples and the ongoing effects of intergenerational
trauma,” said a statement released by the CCCB on June 29.

One of the key recommendations of Canada’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission was a demand for a formal apology be
made by the pope in Canada on behalf of the Catholic Church for
its role in the residential school system.

Calls for the pope to make such an apology have been made
before, including by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, but so far
those requests have not been heeded.

National Chief Archibald said there are ongoing discussions be-
tween the AFN and the CCCB regarding inviting the pope to Canada
to make a papal apology, and it is her understanding that there is
support among bishops for such a visit even though as of now the
CCCB has never asked the pope to come to Canada to apologize for
the church's role in the residential school system. §

RoseAnne Archibald (AFN photo)
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Vatican releases guidance for dioceses to begin synodal path
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Vatican has issued the preparatory document
and a ‘handbook’ for dioceses as part of the global church's preparation
for the 2023 assembly of the Synod of Bishops, discussing the theme,
"For a synodal church: communion, participation and mission."

"Pope Francis invites the entire church to reflect on a theme that is
decisive for its life and mission: 'It is precisely this path of synodality
which God expects of the church of the third millennium,'" the new
document said.

As such, the preparatory document and its questions are "at the service
of the synodal journey, especially as a tool to facilitate the first phase of
listening to and consulting the people of God in the particular churches in
the hope of helping to set in motion the ideas, energy and creativity of all
those who will take part in the journey, and to make it easier to share the
fruits of their efforts," it said.

"The purpose of this synod is not to produce more documents. Rather,
it is intended to inspire people to dream about the church we are called to
be, to make people's hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up wounds,
to weave new and deeper relationships, to learn from one another, to build
bridges, to enlighten minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to our
hands for our common mission," the preparatory document said.

The handbook or "vademecum" offers guidelines for bishops and those
helping facilitate the synodal process locally on how they can best listen to
and consult with Catholics and the wider community, particularly those
on the margins of society, as well as Christians and non-Christians.

The materials were released September 7 at a news conference at the
Vatican and online in English and Spanish at the synod's official website:
synod.va/en.html and synod.va/es.html.

Pope Francis is scheduled to formally open the synod process at the
Vatican October 9-10, and the bishop of every diocese should open the
process in his diocese October 17. The diocesan phase runs until April.

The materials present a number of questions to help prompt reflection,
input and ideas from as many people as possible.

The questions fall under 10 general themes, and people can address
what is most pertinent to their situation and "share with honesty and open-
ness about their real-life experiences, and to reflect together on what the
Holy Spirit might be revealing through what they share with one another,"
the document said.

Some suggested questions include: "To whom does our particular church
'need to listen to'" and "how are the laity, especially young people and
women, listened to? How do we integrate the contribution of consecrated
men and women? What space is there for the voice of minorities, the
discarded, and the excluded? Do we identify prejudices and stereotypes
that hinder our listening? How do we listen to the social and cultural con-
text in which we live?"

However, the basic and most fundamental question guiding the whole
process is: "How does this 'journeying together,' which takes place today
on different levels — from the local level to the universal one — allow the
church to proclaim the Gospel in accordance with the mission entrusted
to her; and what steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow as
a synodal church?" the document said.

Speaking at the September 7 news conference, Cardinal Mario Grech,
secretary-general of the Synod of Bishops, and others explained the main
objectives and characteristics of a synodal process, which is "a spiritual
process" that requires listening to the Holy Spirit as well as to each other.

"The synod will succeed or fail to the extent to which we rely on the

Holy Spirit," the cardinal said.
The cardinal urged reporters to offer "correct communication" of what

the synod and synodality are about, including not painting it as "a parlia-
ment" or as different sides playing against each other "in which the one
who has more strength influences or subjugates the other."

When asked about the possibility of allowing women to vote in a Synod
of Bishops, Cardinal Grech said he felt troubled by so much focus being
on "the vote," saying "it is not the vote that matters."

What matters is the larger process that involves the entire people of God
coming together to find common ground, which is not easy, he said. "So
perhaps we have to insist more on how we can dialogue, converse, dis-
cern together in order to possibly reach this harmony," find consensus and
not depend so much on the votes cast during the later phase of a synod.

Xaviere Missionary Sister Nathalie Becquart, one of two undersecretar-
ies to the Synod of Bishops, will be the first woman with a right to vote at
a meeting of the Synod of Bishops. In March, when she was appointed,
Cardinal Grech said permitting her to vote in a synod was "a major mile-
stone" and was something that should not be limited to just this one insti-
tution or just to voting rights.

Myriam Wijlens, a canon lawyer and Synod of Bishops consultor, told
reporters that women need to "present themselves" and speak up "coura-
geously" during this consultation phase. It will also be important to
listen to what women from non-Western cultures are saying, she
added.

The handbook said even though dioceses will be asked to spend six
months doing extensive outreach and consultation with as many peo-
ple as possible, the synodal process "is not a mechanical data-gather-
ing exercise or a series of meetings and debates."

"Synodal listening is oriented toward discernment," in which peo-
ple listen to each other, to their faith tradition and to "the signs of the
times in order to discern what God is saying to all of us," it said.

Widespread participation is an important part of the diocesan proc-
ess, the document said, with no one being excluded. "We must per-
sonally reach out to the peripheries, to those who have left the church,
those who rarely or never practice their faith, those who experience
poverty or marginalization, refugees, the excluded, the voiceless, etc."

This will require creativity, especially in parts of the world where
restrictions aimed at curbing the spread of COVID-19 are still in place,
it added.

All the feedback that is generated throughout the listening process
should be gathered into a "synthesis" after each gathering, followed
by a "synthesis" to be written for each diocese and ultimately for each
bishops' conference.

Bishops' conferences and the synods of the Eastern Churches will pro-
vide a synthesis of all the local feedback to the Synod of Bishops, and all of
that material will be the basis for the writing of two working documents.
Bishops and auditors will then gather with Pope Francis at the assembly of
the Synod of Bishops in Rome in October 2023 to speak and listen to one
another on the basis of the process that began at the local level.

The handbook said the synthesis "does not only report common trends
and points of convergence, but also highlights those points that strike a
chord, inspire an original point of view, or open a new horizon. The syn-
thesis should pay special attention to the voices of those who are not often
heard and integrate what we could call the 'minority report,'" it said.

Bishops have an important role throughout the synodal process as "pas-
tors, teachers and priests of sacred worship," the handbook said. "Their
charism of discernment calls them to be authentic guardians, interpreters,
and witnesses to the faith of the church."§
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Holiness does not come from following rigid rules, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Redemption is the work of God, not of human
beings, so be careful and do not listen to "fundamentalists" who claim
holiness comes through following certain laws, Pope Francis said
during his weekly general audience.

The belief that holiness comes by observing particular laws "leads
us to a rigid religiosity, a rigidity that eliminates that freedom of the
Spirit which Christ's redemption gives us. Beware of this rigidity that
they propose," he said September 1 to those gathered in the Paul VI
audience hall at the Vatican.

God's saving grace is received through faith in the Gospel message
of Christ's death and resurrection, and God invites people to rejoice in
the righteousness received through that faith in Christ, he said.

The pope continued his series of talks on St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians
by looking at the apostle's explanation of justification by faith and of graces
flowing from the Spirit, not from works of the law.

However, before beginning his catechesis, the pope spoke off-the-cuff
to explain the context and purpose of the weekly audience talks, which are
usually in-depth reflections on many aspects of church teaching.

The pope said the teachings in St. Paul's letter were not anything
new or "my own thing."

"What we are studying is what St. Paul says during a very serious
conflict" in Galatia. "They are not things that someone invented. No.
It is something that happened at the time and that can repeat itself," he
said, referring to the apostle's attempts to correct those who were
tempted to believe a person is justified through works of the law, not
faith in Christ's redemptive action.

The pope said, "This is simply a catechesis on the Word of God
expressed in the letter of St. Paul to the Galatians. It is not something
else. Always keep this in mind."

Even though he did not specify the reason for making the out-of-
the-ordinary opening remarks, it may be related to negative reactions
to his August 11 general audi-
ence talk. Rabbi Rasson Arousi,
chair of the Commission of the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel for Dia-
logue with the Holy See, sent a
letter to the Vatican asking for
clarification because the pope
appeared to suggest Jewish law
was obsolete, according to
Reuters, which saw the letter.

In that catechesis on St.
Paul's explanation that the law
given to Moses did not nullify
God's promise to Abraham, the
pope said, "The law does not
give life, it does not offer the
fulfillment of the promise be-
cause it is not in the position of
being able to fulfill it."

Abraham, who preceded
Moses by more than 400 years,
shows that faith in God brings
righteousness, he said, which
St. Paul used to illustrate that

the gentile Galatians heard with faith and experienced justification like
Abraham and, therefore, they did not have to follow Mosaic law, such as
with male circumcision, as some new preachers at the time were claiming.

A Vatican source confirmed to Catholic News Service September 1
that a response to the rabbi's letter was in the works.

The pope's talk September 1 continued along the same line of the
danger of "these new preachers" who had convinced some Galatians
"that they had to go back and take on the norms, the precepts that
were observed and led to perfection before the coming of Christ."

St. Paul tries to convince these Christians they risked losing "the
valuable treasure, the beauty, of the newness of Christ" if they let
themselves "be enchanted by the voice of the sirens who want to lead
them to a religiosity based solely on the scrupulous observance of
precepts," the pope said.

They knew that their coming to faith "was the initiative of God, not
of men. The Holy Spirit had been the protagonist of their experience;
to put him on the backburner now in order to give primacy to their
own works, that is, fulfilling the precepts of the law, would have been
foolish," he said.

Christians today must also reflect on how they live their faith, he
said. "Does the love of Christ, crucified and risen, remain at the center
of our daily life as the wellspring of salvation, or are we content with
a few religious formalities to salve our consciences?"

What happened in Galatia can still happen today in similar ways, the
pope said, warning people not to listen to "these somewhat fundamen-
talist proposals that set us back in our spiritual life; try to go forward
in the paschal vocation of Jesus."

Even when people are tempted to turn away from God with distrac-
tions and their sins, "God still continues to bestow his gifts" and he
"does not abandon us, but rather abides with us in his merciful love."

"Let us ask for the wisdom to always be aware of this reality and to
dismiss the fundamentalists who propose a life of artificial ascesis,"
that is, the practice of strict self-discipline "that is far removed from
the resurrection of Christ." §
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September 12, 2021   Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Isaiah 50.5-9

To those who struck me I gave my back.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 116.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (R.9)
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

OR R. Alleluia!

Second Reading: James 2.14-18
Faith, if it has no works, is dead.

Gospel: Mark 8.27-35
You are the Christ.

The Son of Man must undergo great suffering.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Legion of Mary on frontlines of faith
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

Outside of its military overtones, the word
“legion” most often describes a large group
of people with a singular mission.

So, when you first come across the lay
Catholic apostolate Legion of Mary, you would
assume it is composed of men, women and
children trying to become more fervent apos-
tles of Christ by heeding the wisdom and
example of his Blessed Mother Mary.

There is a lot of truth to this definition of
the global Marian devotional society, cel-
ebrated its 100th anniversary on September
7 with a presence in 170 countries and a
worldwide membership of about 10 million
people. Look a little closer, though, and you’ll

see there is a great deal of soldierly character
than you might expect.

Father Joseph Moncada, the spiritual di-
rector of the Toronto Senatus Council, says
the 2,200 legionaries he oversees — includ-
ing councils throughout southern Ontario, the
Atlantic provinces and the City of Winnipeg
— understand they are called to engage in
spiritual warfare.

“We understand ourselves in the tradition
of being Church militants. It’s the aspect of
being spiritually ready to propagate the faith,
defend the faith, preserve the faith, bring it to
others and, above all, appropriate the Gospel
into our life,” he said.

Fr. Moncada illuminated his point by es-
pousing some of the initiatives he calls “he-
roic acts,” which he says “is the legion at its

best.”
“It is face-to-face evangelization. We knock

on doors and talk to people. One of the rea-
sons is to help pastors with the parish cen-
sus. The legionaries will very friendly iden-
tify themselves as Catholics from such-and-
such a parish and if Catholics are there we
tell them where the parish is and we offer
bulletins with mass times and other informa-
tion.

“If there are Catholics who are not practis-
ing in terms of attending mass, we do our
best to encourage them. And you also have
Catholics who now don’t fully believe, have
lost the practice of the faith or abandoned it
entirely, we have ways of approaching them
— never with arguments — to be a witness
of the faith.”

They do not shy away from evangelizing
non-Catholics either. Fr. Moncada says Le-
gion of Mary members speak about the
power that comes from receiving the gift of
salvation by accepting Jesus Christ.

Helping men, women and children become
ambassadors of faith was a chief reason Irish
civil servant Frank Duff was called to found
the Legion of Mary in Dublin in 1921. Five
years prior, he published the pamphlet “Can
we be Saints?” His thesis was we all have the
means necessary to be true saints.

He remained active, growing the Legion of
Mary globally, until he died at 91 in Novem-
ber 1980. Duff looms large today as the hand-
book he authored for the league is still a bed-
rock of in-parish spiritual formation programs
and community evangelization pursuits. This
includes everything from weekly prayer meet-
ings, visiting nursing homes and hospitals,
conducting religion classes and in general

(continued on page 11)

TORONTO — This ‘shoppers drop-in’ praesidium on Toronto’s Yonge Street in 1973
was just one of the initiatives that helped grow the Legion of Mary in Canada. (Photo
courtesy Leonita Masterton)
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(continued from page 10)
serving the Church and parish needs.

Standing confidently for Christian teach-
ings in a cultural landscape that is becoming
ever more secular is one of the defining traits
of the Legion of Mary that fills society vet-
eran Leonita Masterson, 75, with joy.

The former president of the Toronto
Senatus Council (1980-87) was at her most
active as a leader of the movement from 1964
until the early 1990s. While not on the
frontlines, she still serves as a counsellor for
the Legion of Mary.

Ms. Masterson’s experienced her first seven
years as a Legion member in her home coun-
try, the Philippines. She was empowered to
play a key role within the Archdiocese of To-
ronto when she joined the Toronto Senatus
Council in 1972.

ing to an article published by the Society of
Pius X District of Asia, established over 362
presidia (legion committees) in the north of
China during the years of the communist
takeover, before her arrest. She was in her
early 20s at the time.

“I was told that her jail mate, a Belgian lady
who was Lutheran, noticed that Johanna was
firm in her belief, devout in her prayer and calm.
Her example helped put her cellmate at peace.”

Ms. Masterson is delighted that the Toronto
Senatus membership remains vibrant and that
there “are parishes now with the legion that didn’t
have it before.” She marvels, in particular, that
Korean councils continue to flourish.

“We need to keep growing the member-
ship,” Ms. Masterson says about the second
100 years of the Legion of Mary. “The mis-
sion to propagate the faith is too important.”§

“I helped with building the membership of
the Legion of Mary in the early 1970s as the
Church was experiencing problems related to
the effects of Vatican II. Many people left
after Vatican II so I was involved in member-
ship extension and recruitment.”

Ms. Masterson credits Father Joseph
MacDonald for his leadership in helping es-
tablish meet-and-greet coffee houses that
drew robust crowds.

In addition to drawing inspiration from the
pastors and legionaries she worked alongside
to germinate the Legion of Mary throughout
Eastern Canada, she enthusiastically regaled The
Catholic Register with stories about her experi-
ences meeting some of the celebrated Legion of
Mary apostles from around the world.

One of her most cherished encounters was
in Dublin with Johanna Hsiao who, accord-

Legion of Mary on frontlines of faith

(continued from page 6)
observations about the Christian values inher-
ent in Come From Away.

Q. Smith, who portrays passenger Hannah
O’Rourke, made a request to wear a crucifix
around her neck when performing the role to
enhance the reality of the character, a devout
believer in Christ. She cherished the faith di-
mension of the musical.

“I remembered calling Hannah one day and
her granddaughter answered, and I asked,
‘where’s granny?’ And she said, ‘she’s at
church, praying.’ She’s always at church
praying,” said Ms. Smith. “She is a person of
faith. Irene and David did not stray far from
who she really is — sweet little Irish woman.
Her faith grounds her and gives her strength.
And in real life it gives me strength too.”

Ms. Smith shared how she touches the
cross necklace throughout the play in honour
of Ms. O’Rourke and her late son Kyle, a
firefighter who lost his life in the wreckage
of the World Trade Center.

Astrid Van Wieren plays Gander resident
Beulah Davis, a Catholic who forges a bond
with Ms. O’Rourke over their sons both be-
ing firefighters and because of their love of
Jesus Christ. Hannah, Beulah and a host of
other characters come together in fellowship
to pray.

“You see that when the characters are in
the library together,” said Ms. Van Wieren.
“Everyone is coming to offer up prayers from
their different systems of belief for peace, love
and kindness.

“And for Beulah and Hannah, faith is what

strengthens their friendship. You see that it
allows them to speak a similar language even
though they come from completely different
walks of life.”

The husband and wife team of Ms. Sankoff
and Mr. Hein, products of Toronto and Regina
respectively, were effective in creating an
authentic reality for both the uplifting and
tragic dimensions of this true-life story. They
were in New York on September 11, 2001.
They did not have to imagine the incalculable
devastation the Americans would have felt
once they finally heard news of the attack
after their emergency landing at Gander In-
ternational Airport.

And, thanks to visiting Gander when the
“plane people” returned for a 10th anniver-
sary commemoration in 2011, they observed
the personalized bonds between the people of
Gander and their new friends. They also created
an organic portrait of the quirky Newfoundland
customs — the characters get “screeched in”
— and traditions that lift the spirits of the 7,000
in the midst of their despair.

The creators were asked about why they
felt inspired to include the song Prayer, a por-
trait of people of different faiths coming to-
gether for a common purpose.

“I visited the library in Gander and the li-
brarian said that it was a place of prayer at
the time,” said Ms. Sankoff. “She then said
to me, ‘you can take people away from their
homes, you can take them from their loved
ones, but you can’t take them from their
prayer,’ and we thought that was something
so important to include.

“There were people finding a place at the
tables, the aisles and on the stairs and it be-
came a sacred place of worship. It is such a
wonderful example for us as human beings.”

Mr. Hein said the prayer of St. Francis of
Assisi was the bedrock on which this song
was built.

“When we first interviewed Kevin Tuerff, who
is one of the Kevins in our show, he mentioned
he had this song, Make me a Channel of Your
Peace, running through his head.

“A year or two later when he came and
saw a workshop, he said, ‘how did you know
that was in my head? I’ve never told that to
anyone.’ And I said, ‘you told it to us.’ And
then, because of the library, we began to layer
other prayers on top and it is significant work
to harmonize the prayers together, but it’s been
a wonderful metaphor for the work becom-
ing bigger than itself and if you put the work
in, you can create something beautiful.”

The value of compassion, hospitality and
unity are other Christian precepts very evi-
dent in Come From Away. Nearly every cast
and crew member partaking in the roundtable
said they found that the spirit of coming to-
gether, paying it forward and choosing de-
cency over division that arose on and after
September 11 is not as abundant during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

They hope the message of the play could
spark a desire in people to choose humanity
again.

Following the Apple TV presentation, the
musical begins another run on Broadway be-
ginning September 21. It also returns to To-
ronto’s Mirvish Theatre in December.§

Christianity central to Come From Away
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — On the weekend of
August 22, 2021, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John, continued
his pastoral visits of the diocese by celebrat-
ing masses at St. Columba Mission in
Fredericton Junction and Sts. John and Paul
Church in New Maryland. Both churches are
part of  St. Mary Magdalene Parish in
Fredericton.

During parish visits Bishop Riesbeck of-
fers a short time for questions and answers
following mass, during which parishioners are
free to ask their new bishop anything. Pa-
rishioners were interested in Bishop Ries-
beck’s vocation story, asking why he chose
the Companions of the Cross, and how he
became a bishop.

“What attracted me to that community was
[that it was] a younger community and lots
of joy that I saw in these priests,” he said.  “I
saw the joy of being a priest, that it wasn’t a
burdensome thing or a major sacrifice (even
though it is) but that there could be much joy
in serving the Lord as a priest. That’s why I
chose Evangelii Gaudium (the joy of the Gos-
pel) as my episcopal motto”.

Bishop Riesbeck said that during his time
as a priest with the Archdiocese of Ottawa-
Cornwall, he worked closely with Archbishop

Bishop Riesbeck continues his parish visits

Emeritus Terrence Prendergast.
“Archbishop Prendergast needed an auxil-

iary, and I had been working in the chancery,”
he said. “I had also studied Canon Law, so I
guess Archbishop Prendergast recommended
me because of my background.” After four
years he was put on a list as a possibility to
become a bishop and selected by the Holy
Father.

One parishioner asked Bishop Riesbeck,
“who are some of the writers that really speak
to you, move you, and draw you closer to
the Father?” Bishop Riesbeck said that when
he has time to read, he likes apologetics like
Dr. Scott Hahn. He also shared a love for fic-
tion writer Michael O’Brien. “He’s a Cana-
dian artist and writer out of Barry’s Bay, On-
tario, who writes fiction based on reality,” he
said. “I’ve read all of his books. Out of a
slew of writers, he’s the one that has spoken
to me the most.”

Noting that the Catholic Church undergo-
ing many difficulties, another parishioner
asked Bishop Riesbeck what piece of advice
he thinks the Lord would give the Church
today. “I think going back to our roots,” he
responded.

Referencing the history with residential
schools he said, “I think in those days the
Church was swayed by the secular philoso-
phies of the day, and kind of lost its bearings.
That’s something we have to guard against.

So just staying close to Jesus, close our roots
and making sure we are staying faithful to
the Gospel, doing what he’s asking us —
doing his will in our lives.  If we can continue
to stay close to him and do his will, I think
that we’re on the right track.”

The final question, inspired by the week’s
Gospel reading from the Bread of Life dis-
course (John 6), was from a parishioner ask-
ing whether the bishop if he has ever been in
debates where he had to defend the faith, es-
pecially on the Catholic Church’s teaching
on the true presence of Jesus.

Noting that he served for a number of years
on the Catholic Evangelical Dialogue and is
now serving on the Catholic Orthodox Dia-
logue, he said, “as co-chair of Evangelical
dialogue, we did deal with sacramentality, dif-
ferent topics, but the real presence was one
of them. Sometimes people will avoid John 6
all together or they’ll just treat is as symbolic.
But it’s important to know that until the Prot-
estant Reformation we all believed this.”

Bishop Riesbeck was grateful for those who
remained for the questions and answer dia-
logue. “You’re probably all hungry,” he said.
Dismissing them warmly the bishop con-
cluded, “It was nice to meet everyone.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

NEW MARYLAND — Father Bill Brennan (centre) leads the procession, with Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John at the start of mass, August 22 at
Sts. John and Paul Church in New Maryland. The bishop coninutes his pastoral visits
to parishes throughout the diocese. Sts. John and Paul is part of St. Mary Magdalene
Parish, Fredericton. (Rob O’Day photo)

Father Paul LeBlanc passed away suddenly
on Sumday, Septmber 5th. Visitation took
place on Thursday at Davidson’s Funeral
Home, Miramichi. A Vigil Service was cel-
ebrated on Thursday evening at 7 pm in
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
Miramichi. His Funeral Mass will be cel-
ebrated on Friday morning, September 10
at 11 am at St. Michael’s Basilica.,
Miramichi. Burial will follow at
l’Ascension Cemetery in Beaverbook.
Furhter information will be publisehd in the
September 17 edition of The New Free-
man.§


